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“The hankering which the jews had for the idolatrous customs of the Heathens, is something exceedingly unaccountable; 

but so it was, that laying hold of the misconduct of Samuel's two sons, who were entrusted with some secular concerns, 

they came in an abrupt and clamorous manner to Samuel, saying, Behold thou art old and thy sons walk not in thy ways, 

now make us a king to judge us like all the other nations. And here we cannot but observe that their motives were bad, viz. 

that they might be like unto other nations, i. e. the Heathens, whereas their true glory laid in being as much unlike them as 

possible. But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, give us a king to judge us; and Samuel prayed unto the Lord, 

and the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee, for they have not 

rejected thee, but they have rejected me, THE I SHOULD NOT REIGN OVER THEM. According to all the works which 

have done since the day; wherewith they brought them up out of Egypt, even unto this day; wherewith they have forsaken 

me and served other Gods;” 

“This accounts for the continuation of monarchy; neither do the characters of the few good kings which have lived since, 

either sanctify the title, or blot out the sinfulness of the origin; the high encomium given of David takes no notice of him 

officially as a king, but only as a man after God's own heart. Nevertheless the People refused to obey the voice of Samuel, 

and they said. Nay, but we will have a king over us, that we may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us, 

and go out before us and fight our battles. Samuel continued to reason with them, but to no purpose; he set before them 

their ingratitude, but all would not avail; and seeing them fully bent on their folly, he cried out, I will call unto the Lord, 

and he shall sent thunder and rain (which then was a punishment, being the time of wheat harvest) that ye may perceive 

and see that your wickedness is great which ye have done in the sight of the Lord, IN ASKING YOU A KING. So Samuel 

called unto the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel 

And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God that we die not, for WE HAVE ADDED 

UNTO OUR SINS THIS EVIL, TO ASK A KING. These portions of scripture are direct and positive. They admit of no 

equivocal construction. That the Almighty hath here entered his protest against monarchial government is true, or the 

scripture is false. And a man hath good reason to believe that there is as much of king-craft, as priest-craft in withholding 

the scripture from the public in Popish countries. For monarchy in every instance is the Popery of government.  

To the evil of monarchy we have added that of hereditary succession; and as the first is a degradation and lessening of 

ourselves, so the second, claimed as a matter of right, is an insult and an imposition on posterity. For all men being 

originally equals, no one by birth could have a right to set up his own family in perpetual preference to all others for ever” 


