
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN HISTORIANS

AND THE

NATIONAL CENTER FOR HISTORY IN THE SCHOOLS

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES

EARLY CHINESE IMMIGRATION

AND

THE PROCESS OF EXCLUSION

A UNIT OF STUDY F O R GRADES 8-12

VIVIAN WU WONG

YOSHIHISA TAK MATSUSAKA



PB

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This publication is the result of a collaborative effort between the National
Center for History in the Schools (NCHS) at the University of California

Los Angeles and the Organization of American Historians (OAH) to develop
teaching untis based on primary documents for United States History educa-
tion at the pre-collegiate level.

David Vigilante, Associate Director of the National Center for History in the
Schools (NCHS), has served as editor of the unit.  Gary B. Nash, Director of
NCHS, has offered suggestions and coordinated with the Organization of Ameri-
can Historians (OAH) for co-publication.  At the OAH, Amy Stark has pro-
vided copyediting.  Tamzen Meyer and Michael Regoli served as Pagemaker
editors.

AUTHORS

VIVIAN WU WONG, author of this teaching unit, teaches U.S. History and Social
Science at Milton Academy, Milton, Massachusetts. She has taught courses in
Asian American studies for a number of years at the University of Massachu-
setts at Boston and has spoken extensively about the Asian American experi-
ence to secondary school and college audiences throughout the New England
area.  In preparing this unit, she worked closely with YOSHIHISA TAK MATSUSAKA,
Assistant Professor of History at Wellesley College, Wellesley, Massachusetts.



5

Table of Contents

Introduction

Approach and Rationale     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     1
Content and Organization     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     1

Teacher Background Materials

Unit Overview .     .     .     .     .      .     .     .     .     .     .     .     3
Unit Context .     .     .     .     .      .     .     .     .     .     .     .     3
Correlation with the National Standards for
     United States History     .     .     .     .     .     .     .    .     .     .     .     .     4
Unit Learning Objectives     .     .     .     .     .     .     .      .     .     .     .     .     4
Historical Background of Chinese Immigration and the Process

of Exclusion     .     .     .      .      .      .      .      .     .     .      .      .     5

Dramatic Moment     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .    .     .     .      8

Lessons

Lesson I:  Making a Choice     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     9
Lesson II:  Debating Exclusion     .     .     .     .     .      .      .     .      .      .     24
Lesson III:  Struggling to Survive     .     .     .      .      .     .     .      .      .      48

Selected Biography           .     .      .     .     .     .     .      .     .     .     .     .     .     .     68


