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∙ The Organization of American Historians sponsors annual awards 
and prizes given in recognition of scholarly and professional 
achievements in the fi eld of American history. Please join us in con-
gratulating the following 2006 OAH award and prize winners.

Distinguished Service Award
for an individual or individuals whose contributions have signifi cantly 
enriched our understanding and appreciation of American history

The OAH presents its Distinguished Service Award to Lawrence W. 
Levine, Professor of History and Cultural Studies at George Mason 
University and the Margaret Byrne Professor of History Emeritus at 
the University of California, Berkeley, in recognition of his dedica-
tion to our profession, particularly his contributions to the fi eld of 
American cultural history, his commitment to improving historical 
pedagogy, and his long-standing service to the Organization of 
American Historians.

Lawrence Levine’s scholarship has shaped a generation of Ameri-
can historians, bringing new insights through the exploration of the 
broad terrain of American history. Through meticulous scholarship 
and delightfully felicitous prose, Lawrence Levine has interrogated 
some of the most intransigent sources to make the past speak to 
us and throw light on worlds long kept in the shadows. Levine’s 
wide-ranging historical studies have been especially important 
in incorporating the tools of other disciplines. His use of folktales 
and music in his pathbreaking Black Culture and Black Consciousness 
revealed new ways to understand those previously deemed voice-
less. Lawrence Levine challenged the profession to become more 
inclusive of other peoples, other theories, and other methods by 
demonstrating how it could best be done. 

Beyond his scholarship, Levine has been an active member of 
the history profession, devoting much of his energy and time 
to improving the study of history through his leadership of the 
Organization of American Historians. Within our organization, his 
service reaches back over thirty years, as a member of the program 
committ ee, numerous prize committ ees, the budget review commit-
tee, the executive board, and fi nally as president. His knowledge, 
his commitment, and his wisdom have made the OAH a stronger, 
more vigorous, and more diverse organization—open to new ideas, 
new peoples, and new ways of practicing history. 

In keeping with the mission of the OAH, Lawrence Levine has also 
helped to promote history teaching and scholarship. As an active 
member of the OAH’s Distinguished Lectureship Program, he has 
spoken to dozens of audiences, popular as well as professional. 
As chair of the Committ ee on Community Colleges and during his 
tenure as President of the OAH, he has taken the lead in improving 
history teaching in community colleges across the nation. With a 
grand vision of the practice of history, Larry has helped to integrate 
public historians and secondary school teachers into the historical 
profession.
 

Levine
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Lawrence Levine’s presidential address, “Clio, Canons, and Cul-
ture,” spoke directly to the confl icts over historical inquiry and the 
controversy over the challenge to traditional narrative posed by the 
new social and cultural histories. It revealed Levine’s deep invest-
ment not only in the contemporary practice of history but also in 
its future direction. Through his scholarship, his teaching, and his 
service, Lawrence Levine has set the practice of history on a bett er 
path. We all enjoy the fruits of his labor. 

For his dedication to the history profession, his success in expand-
ing the boundaries of historical scholarship, his embrace of a more 
diverse and inclusive pedagogy, and his deep appreciation for 
the importance of the past, the Organization of American Histo-
rians is proud to award Lawrence Levine its 2006 Distinguished 
Service Award.  

Friend of History
The OAH Friend of History Award recognizes an individual or an institu-
tion or organization for outstanding support for the pursuit of historical 
research, for the public presentation of history, or for the work of the Or-
ganization of American Historians. This year the OAH Executive Board 
recognizes Geoff rey C. Ward, an independent scholar.

There is a danger that any citation of Geoff rey Ward is going to 
sound grandiose because over the last twenty years Geoff rey 
Ward’s writings on American history have had a greater infl uence 
and reached a wider audience than those of any other American 
writer and historian. Geoff rey Ward is a skilled historian and 
eloquent writer and a Pulitzer Prize fi nalist in 1990 for his book,  A 
First Class Temperament: The Emergence of Franklin Roosevelt. He is a 
winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award, the Los Angeles 
Times Award for Best Biography, the Francis Parkman Award of the 
Society of American Historians and his latest book, Unforgivable 
Blackness: The Rise and Fall of Jack Johnson, won the Anisfi eld-Wolf 
Award for 2005.

His infl uence, however, extends beyond those who read his books. 
He has served as the editor of American Heritage, and as the lead 
writer for Ken Burns, his words, read by others, have reached into 
American homes and American classrooms. If historians, as they 
may soon have to do, grant awards for writing for documentaries, 
the award would become the monopoly of Geoff rey Ward. He has 
already won an Emmy Award for Civil War and for Baseball. 

Geoff rey Ward’s skill as an historian or a writer is not, however, 
what wins him this particular award as a Friend of History. Geof-
frey Ward has had the unenviable task of negotiating—endlessly, 
generously, patiently, carefully, and fruitfully—with academic 
historians who have been consultants on the documentaries that 
he has writt en. Geoff rey Ward’s work is always his own, but he 
has also helped free ideas that otherwise might have been impris-
oned in the academy and helped them fi nd a wider world. He has 
helped academic historians understand the possibilities, limits, and 
demands of what has become the medium through which most 
Americans now get their history. For this we thank him. 

Frederick Jackson Turner Award
for an author’s first book dealing with some significant phase of 
American history

Award committ ee: James O. Horton, The George Washington University, 
Chair; Kyle Longley, Arizona State University; and Maria E. Montoya, 
University of Michigan.

Tiya Alicia Miles, University of Michigan, Ties that Bind: The Story 
of an Afro-Cherokee Family in Slavery and Freedom (University of 
California Press). Tiya Miles has writt en a moving account of the 
Shoe Boots family, a family centered in the Cherokee Nation. Their 
experience illuminates the intersection of race, slavery, and freedom 
in the nineteenth century. It is the story of Shoe Boots, a Cherokee 
war hero who, in the 1790s acquired Doll, a South Carolina slave. 
Master and slave lived together for 25 years, most of that time as 
a married couple, and produced a family of 5 children. This is a 
poignant narrative conveying the complex meaning of family, slav-
ery and racial identity at a time when both Native Americans and 
African Americans struggled against diff erent kinds and degrees 
of oppression in a nation claiming a commitment to freedom and 
equality. With her beautifully writt en and fi nely craft ed narrative, 
Miles has made a seminal contribution to the broad fi eld of social 
and cultural history. Her nuanced analysis enriches and reshapes 
our understanding of the blurred boundaries of culture, race, and 
family in nineteenth-century America.

Honorable Mention
Eiichiro Azuma, University of Pennsylvania, Between Two Empires: 
Race, History, and Transnationalism in Japanese America (Oxford 
University Press). Between Two Empires is a thoroughly researched 
and theoretically sophisticated discussion of Japanese immigrants 
to America in the years before World War II. In it, Azuma provides 
a compelling analysis of a unique transnational identity that forged 
international links between a Japanese homeland and an American 
residence. These Issei—regarded by Japan as part of its cultural 
and racial expansion—managed to negotiate American racial and 
class structure, even though they remained aliens in a society 
that precluded their national citizenship. This is a complex tale of 
transnationalism told by a scholar with an impressive crosscultural 
understanding and facility. It stands as a major contribution to the 
emerging fi eld of transnational history. 
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Merle Curti Award 
for the best books published in American social, intellectual, or cultural 
history 

Award committ ee: Rachel N. Klein, University of California, San Diego, 
Chair; Ronald G. Coleman, University of Utah; Elizabeth Jameson, Uni-
versity of Calgary, Nelson Lichtenstein, University of California, Santa 
Barbara; and Claire Bond Pott er, Wesleyan University.

Elizabeth Borgwardt, University of Utah, A New Deal for the World: 
America’s Vision for Human Rights (The Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press). This gracefully writt en book sheds new light on 
the foreign policy dimension of the New Deal and the emergence 
of a new American vision of global human rights. Focusing on the 
period from 1941 to 1945, Elizabeth Borgwardt examines the origins 
and consequences of the Atlantic Charter. She refuses to view her 
subject through the anachronistic lens of the Cold War. Instead, she 
emphasizes links between domestic and foreign policy agendas and 
argues that Roosevelt’s early preoccupation with postwar planning 
stemmed from concerns about reproducing Wilson’s mistakes. 
Borgwardt points to unintended outcomes. She traces the impact 
and reinterpretation of the Atlantic Charter through Brett on Woods, 
the United Nations, and the Nuremberg Trials. In the process she 
recaptures a momentous and curiously forgott en moment in the 
history of American foreign policy—a moment that seems particu-
larly poignant at the current time.  

Thomas Dublin, State University of New York at Binghamton, 
and Walter Licht, University of Pennsylvania, The Face of Decline: 
The Pennsylvania Anthracite Region in the Twentieth Century (Cornell 
University Press). In this sweeping study, Thomas Dublin and 
Walter Licht examine the phenomenon of industrial decline by 
focusing on a region in Pennsylvania that, at the end of the nine-
teenth century, was a major producer of the nation’s consumable 
energy. They look at their subject from multiple angles—personal, 
environmental, local, national, and international. Making extensive 
use of oral histories, the authors recount extraordinary stories of 
resilience and complex strategies of survival. They also show how 
companies, unions, and governmental agencies failed to meet the 
needs of mining families. Arguing that the process of decline was 
halting and variable, they examine its diff ering impact on older and 
younger people, male and female, over time. Their moving account 
is a model of social historical scholarship.  

Richard W. Leopold Prize
awarded every two years for the best book writt en by a historian connected 
with federal, state or municipal government

Prize committ ee: Donald A. Ritchie, U.S. Senate Historical Offi  ce, Chair; 
R. Bruce Craig, National Coalition for History; Antoinett e J. Lee, Na-
tional Park Service.

Robert J. Schneller, Jr., Naval Historical Center, Breaking the Color 
Barrier: The U.S. Naval Academy’s First Black Midshipmen and the 
Struggle for Racial Equality (New York University Press). Schneller’s 

work is a thoughtful and touching account of the long struggle to 
open the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis to African Americans. 
Schneller recounts this history from Reconstruction through World 
War II, detailing the painful experiences of those African Ameri-
can plebes who were driven from the Naval Academy by racial 
hostility. The resistance to integration had not abated by 1945, when 
Wesley Brown was admitt ed. Through extensive documentary 
and oral history research, Schneller relates the diffi  culties faced 
by Brown and some courageous classmates, among them a future 
president of the United States, Jimmy Carter, who befriended and 
helped sustain him. Brown’s graduation in 1949 fi nally broke the 
color barrier and opened the way for other minority applicants. His 
singular achievement is set against a larger backdrop of military 
and social history that allows readers to appreciate the magnitude 
of Brown’s accomplishment. Schneller’s informed and sympathetic 
treatment of his subject transforms it from an institutional history 
into a work that will appeal to all those concerned with civil rights 
in the United States.  

Avery O. Craven Award
for the most original book on the coming of the Civil War, the Civil War 
years, or the era of Reconstruction, with the exception of works of purely 
military history

Award committ ee: Alice Fahs, University of California, Irvine, Chair; J. 
Matt hew Gallman, University of Florida; and Clarence E. Walker, Univer-
sity of California, Davis.

Anne Sarah Rubin, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, 
A Shatt ered Nation: The Rise and Fall of the Confederacy, 1861-1868 
(University of North Carolina Press). Rubin’s beautifully writt en 
book contributes importantly to our understanding of the creation 
of Confederate nationalism, as well as the longevity of Confeder-
ate identity in American life. Using a rich variety of materi-
als—including sermons, literature, schoolbooks, and music, 
among others—Rubin reveals not only how quickly Confederate 
identity was shaped in wartime, but provides fresh insight into the 
persistence of that identity among southern whites aft er the Civil 
War. Of particular interest is Rubin’s exploration of the importance 
of gender in shaping white southern identity: as she shows, ideas 
of masculinity and femininity were fundamental to the redefi nition 
of Confederate identity aft er 1865. But perhaps the most powerfully 
resonant aspect of Rubin’s work is her fascinating examination of 
the dual identities constructed by former Confederates. Building 
on a wide range of studies of nationalism in fresh new ways, Rubin 
allows us to understand the complexity of the process by which 
many southern whites publicly insisted that they were loyal Ameri-
can citizens even as they privately maintained a separate, resistant, 
and oft en defi ant identity. As Drew Gilpin Faust has commented, 
Rubin’s work “moves the discussion of Confederate nationalism 
onto a new plane.” 
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James A. Rawley Prize
for a book dealing with the history of race relations in the United States. The 
OAH notes with sorrow the passing of Professor Rawley last November.

Prize committ ee: Clement Alexander Price, Rutgers University, Chair; 
Chris Friday, Western Washington University; and Gerald Horne, Uni-
versity of Houston.

James Edward Smethurst, University of Massachusett s, Amherst, 
The Black Arts Movement: Literary Nationalism in the 1960s and 1970s 
(University of North Carolina Press). The Black Arts Movement: 
Literary Nationalism in the 1960s and 1970s is an ambitious and 
enormously successful historical exploration of black creativity, 
cultural politics, intellectual fervor and ethnic chauvinism during 
the civil rights movement and post-civil rights era. Smethurst sheds 
a brilliant light on the complicated cultural and political terrain of 
community activism around the nation. Smethurst’s broad outlook, 
which is supported by thorough research and a careful consider-
ation of the diversity of opinions by an array of historical actors, 
marks the maturity of serious scholarship on the Black Power 
Movement. And it signifi cantly contributes to our understanding of 
the enduring infl uence of the Black Arts Movement on contempo-
rary American culture. 

Ellis W. Hawley Prize
for the best book-length historical study of the political economy, politics, 
or institutions of the United States, in its domestic or international aff airs, 
from the Civil War to the present

Prize committ ee: Tim Borstelmann, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
Chair; David Farber, Temple University; and Julie Greene, University of 
Colorado, Boulder.

Meg Jacobs, Massachusett s Institute of Technology, Pocketbook 
Politics: Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Princeton 
University Press). Jacobs off ers a fresh and provocative interpreta-
tion of liberal reform in the United States in the fi rst six decades 
of the twentieth century. This deeply researched narrative blends 
state-oriented policymaking and grassroots consumer organizing to 
recast modern American liberalism as profoundly concerned with 
the cost of living and thus “pocketbook politics.” Drawing on labor 
history, cultural history, economic history, and political history, Ja-
cobs demonstrates how policymakers, economic elites, and masses 
of consumers sparred over questions of fair prices, fair wages, and 
the role of the national government in determining Americans’ 
purchasing power. She identifi es an important alliance of organized 
labor and large segments of the middle class around issues of af-
fordable prices that reached an apex of infl uence during the war 
years of the early 1940s. Sweeping in chronological scope, Pocket-
book Politics builds on a burgeoning historiography to write a new 
narrative of the politicization of the consumer interest as a vital 
aspect of American elections, policymaking, and state building. 

Liberty Legacy Foundation Award
for the best book on any aspect of the struggle for civil rights in the United 
States, from the nation’s founding to the present

Award committ ee: Gary Y. Okihiro, Columbia University, Chair; 
Stephanie Cole, University of Texas, Arlington; and Kenneth R. Janken, 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

Matt hew J. Countryman, University of Michigan, Up South: Civil 
Rights and Black Power in Philadelphia (University of Pennsylvania 
Press). In an elegantly craft ed and compelling account, Country-
man examines the rise of colorblind liberalism in Philadelphia 
rooted in the New Deal and trade union movement, and its fall by 
the 1950s due to the bankruptcy of that liberal vision. The potency 
of black power derived from its critique of the liberal state and 
its pursuit of race-based economic uplift  and community control, 
while its demise rested in its inability to eff ect long-term change 
amidst urban blight, deindustrialization, and shift s to the suburbs, 
and not in the alleged dichotomy between nonviolent protest 
and civil rights and self-defense and black power. A solid piece of 
historical scholarship, Countryman’s Up South: Civil Rights and Black 
Power in Philadelphia deepens and broadens our understanding of 
the civil rights movement.  

Honorable Mention
Emilye Crosby, State University of New York, Geneseo, A Litt le 
Taste of Freedom: The Black Freedom Struggle in Claiborne County, Mis-
sissippi (University of North Carolina Press). A discrete commu-
nity study, Emilye Crosby’s A Litt le Taste of Freedom engages large 
historical questions, including periodization, leadership, economic 
boycott s, and armed self-defense in the civil rights movement. 
Above all, this wonderfully narrated account gives primacy to Afri-
can American agency amidst a stifl ing and tenacious white opposi-
tion. Of particular note is the more than one hundred oral histories 
that off er startling insights missed by assumptions derived from the 
national civil rights movement and that bring to life the persistent 
and eff ective African American quest for freedom.  

Lerner-Scott Prize
for the best doctoral dissertation in U.S. women’s history

Prize committ ee: Kathi Kern, University of Kentucky, Chair; Maria 
Raquel Casas, University of Nevada, Las Vegas; and Judy Tzu-Chun Wu, 
The Ohio State University.

Margot Canaday, Princeton University, “The Straight State: Sexual-
ity and American Citizenship, 1900-1969.” Writt en under the direc-
tion of Sara M. Evans and Barbara Y. Welke, University of Minneso-
ta, Canaday’s extraordinary dissertation reexamines state formation 
and citizenship in relation to sexuality. Weaving political and legal 
history, the history of sexuality, and the history of women into a 
fi nely craft ed argument, Canaday transforms our understanding of 
the state, of citizenship, and of the emergence of new political iden-
tities over the course of the twentieth century. Canaday investigates 
how the federal government regulated and formulated homosexu-
ality as a category of identity by studying three arenas of state 
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apparatus: immigration, welfare, and the military. Based on pains-
taking archival research, Canaday masterfully mines government 
sources both for their policy implications as well as their human 
drama. She persuades us that “homosexuality, which was relatively 
unmarked in federal policy in the early-twentieth century, became 
increasingly central in defi ning who could enter the country and be 
naturalized, who could serve in the military, and who could collect 
state benefi ts.” For American women, this transition marked a pro-
found shift . The federal government relinquished its “long history 
of state indiff erence to homosexuality among women” only when 
women began to reap the benefi ts of full citizenship. In a narrative 
that is insightful, funny, moving, and complex, Canaday illumi-
nates the path by which heterosexual identity became a condition 
of U.S. citizenship.  

Louis Pelzer Memorial Award
for the best essay in American history by a graduate student

Award committ ee: Edward T. Linenthal, Journal of American History, 
Chair; John Ditt mer, DePauw University; Carl Guarneri, St. Mary’s 
College of California; Andrew J. Rott er, Colgate University; and Martha 
Saxton, Amherst College.

Wendy Anne Warren, Yale University, “‘The Cause of Her Grief’: 
The Rape of a Slave Woman in Early New England.” In this 
compelling essay, Warren seeks to recover from anonymity a slave 
woman raped in the Massachusett s Bay Colony in the fall of 1638. 
We do not know her name, the author tells us, and we do not know 
the particulars of the rape. We know of it only from a paragraph 
in John Josselyn’s Two Voyages to New England. Josselyn was an An-
glican, visiting his brother and gathering information for potential 
investors. He was a guest in the house of the merchant Samuel 
Maverick, who owned the slave woman and two other slaves. 
Desiring “a breed of Negroes,” Maverick ordered his male slave to 
have sex with the slave woman, and she resisted. Josselyn wrote, 
“Mr. Maverick’s Negro woman came to my chamber window, 
and in her own Countrey language and tune sang very loud and 
shrill…and willingly would have expressed her grief in English; but 
I apprehended it by her countenance and deportment, whereupon 
I repaired to my host, to learn of him the cause…” Warren’s essay is 
an exercise in the conscientious employment of historical imagina-
tion and invention. The author concludes, “The research available 
to me can off er only faint hints as to the cause of her grief. But there 
is some relief in knowing that I have tried.” This article, writt en in a 
voice not oft en found in the pages of the Journal of American History, 
is a worthy recipient of the Louis Pelzer Memorial Award. 

Binkley-Stephenson Award
for the best scholarly article published in the Journal of American His-
tory during the preceding calendar year

Award committ ee: Bruce Levine, University of California, Santa Cruz, 
Chair; Estelle Freedman, Stanford University; and Pauline Maier, Mas-
sachusett s Institute of Technology.

Jamie J. Fader,  Michael B. Katz, and Mark J. Stern, University 
of Pennsylvania, “The New African American Inequality.” This 
ambitious and revealing essay explores some of the most dramatic 
changes that occurred within U.S. society during the twentieth 
century. By skillfully employing census data, these three authors 
illuminate and analyze the evolving nature of black/white inequal-
ity—from the relatively monolithic forms imposed by the overt, 
formal, and legalized color bar of the Jim Crow era down through 
the subtler, more complex and diff erentiated, but no less dramatic 
and consequential patt erns that appeared by the end of the twen-
tieth century. The formal outlawing of segregation and discrimi-
nation, they convincingly demonstrate, signifi cantly expanded 
individual opportunity for some and thereby permitt ed the growth 
and prosperity of the country’s black middle class. But the authors 
show just as clearly and by a host of indices that severe economic 
inequality remained a central fact of life for a large segment of the 
African American population. This essay commands respect for 
the extended historical era that it examines; for using quantitative 
evidence to make sweeping arguments about long-term change; 
for illuminating relationships among gender, class, and race and 
particularly the distinctive patt erns of African American women’s 
economic opportunities; for the care with which it frames its con-
clusions; and for the important contribution it makes by graphically 
demonstrating how a rigorous analysis of the historical past can 
illuminate the present. 

David Thelen Award
A biennial prize for the best article on American history published in a 
foreign language. The winning article will be translated into English and 
published in the Journal of American History.

Award committ ee: Edward T. Linenthal, Journal of American History, 
Chair; Rob Kroes, Amerika Instituut; Leila J. Rupp, University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara; Axel R. Schäfer, Keele University; and Mauricio 
Tenorio, University of Texas, Austin.

Manfred Berg, Ruprecht-Karls-Universität, “Black Civil Rights and 
Liberal Anticommunism: The NAACP during the McCarthy Era.” 
Berg argues that the accusations that the civil rights organization 
sold its soul to avoid being considered sympathetic to the Com-
munist Party of the USA (CPUSA) and that it thereby weakened its 
advocacy of civil rights are unfair. Berg asserts that the NAACP’s 
goals were rarely congruent with the CPUSA and that its anticom-
munism was not as strident as some historians have claimed. In 
fact, Berg writes, the NAACP’s philosophy of “liberal anticommu-
nism” preserved the mainstream political legitimacy of the move-
ment for civil rights without subjecting the organization to internal 
ideological purges during the McCarthy era. Berg’s articulate essay 
makes good use of primary source materials in the Library of 
Congress and extends an important historiographical conversation 
about the NAACP, domestic politics, and the Cold War. 
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Huggins-Quarles Award
for graduate students of color at the dissertation research stage of their 
Ph.D. program

Award committ ee: Kevin Mumford, University of Iowa, Chair; Ernesto 
Chávez, University of Texas, El Paso; Donald L. Fixico, Arizona State 
University; David G. Gutiérrez, University of California, San Diego; and 
Daniel R. Mandell, Truman State University.

Kori A. Graves, University of Wisconsin-Madison, “Domesticating 
Foreign Aff airs: U.S.-Korean Interracial Relations and International 
Adoption, 1950-1970” and  Arissa Hyun Jung Oh, University of 
Chicago, “Into the Arms of America: Adoption From Korea, 1950-
1969.”

The winners of this year’s award demonstrated the promise of 
the new transnational studies for expanding the boundaries of 
African-American history and race relations in quite diff erent yet 
complementary ways. Both students are at work on a litt le-known 
movement in the 1950s to promote the adoption of Korean infants 
and children by families in the United States. Both dissertations 
will take up military and diplomatic history, while sustaining an 
analysis of transnational activism and the construction of the fam-
ily. Finally, the proposals focus on the unique challenges posed by 
both mixed-race children and cross-racial adoptive families to the 
racial formation in the nation. 

In her proposal, Graves will examine the range of responses to 
Korean children, for many viewed the newcomers as an uncom-
fortable reminder of ideological confl ict during the Cold War. The 
proposed research casts a wide net into the Children’s Bureau, the 
National Urban League, and the papers of Pearl S. Buck. Analyti-
cally wide-ranging, Graves intends to center the tolerant response 
from the already stigmatized African American family, and argues 
that such a narrative “has disappeared from contemporary discus-
sions of adoption.” 
 
In her proposal, Oh challenges traditional narratives of a conserva-
tive consensus by focusing on the persistence of religious humani-
tarianism and the operation of the military to explain how “deeply 
felt and profoundly private religious and familial concerns became 
entangled with the broader political agenda of Cold War America.” 
The proposed research focuses on INS and U.S. State Department 
records, which promise to illuminate adoption and family recon-
struction in the broader context of Asian American immigration. 
Oh is particularly interested in the emergent fi eld of social work 
and its role in promoting interracial adoption, as well as reinforcing 
normative defi nitions of family. 

Tachau Teacher of the Year Award
for contributions made by precollegiate teachers to improve history education

Award committ ee: Debra Savage, Westside High School (TX), Chair; 
Steven Mintz, University of Houston; and Howard Seretan, The Gilder 
Lehrman Institute of American History.

Barry Bradford is a United States history teacher at Adlai E. Ste-
venson High School where he also teaches English and psychol-
ogy. He has been teaching since 1985. Quoting Howard Seretan, a 
member of the Tachau committ ee, “Barry Bradford is an innovative 
teacher who has been responsible for an outstanding cocurricular 
program at his school. Most remarkable, he worked with students 
who researched the lynching of three men and found that the real 
killer was never tried despite a confession. Aft er the students won 
national recognition for their project, the case was reopened. He is 
also responsible for a variety of programs involving cable televi-
sion, the environment, exchange programs, tutoring, and special-
ized study of certain historical events or themes. Mr. Bradford 
is an innovative teacher who seeks to bring excitement into his 
lessons. It is interesting to use guest speakers and controversial 
fi gures to evaluate the Warren Commission fi ndings on the Ken-
nedy assassination.”  Through his involvement with the National 
History Day program, he fosters an interest in his students to 
actually “do” history. To quote Britt an Saltiel, one of his current 
students, “Mr. Bradford is truly committ ed to supporting us in our 
interest in history…He works with the History Fair teams before 
school, during lunches and study halls, and aft er school to describe 
obscure historical fi gures, proofread papers and scripts, assist in 
editing documentaries, and set up interviews. It is this last function 
that makes Mr. Bradford such a unique sponsor. He will go to any 
lengths to contact potential interviewees, and the experience of 
speaking with some of the greatest heroes in history is unforget-
table.” Of his ability to inspire, Jonathan Barry Jagoda, a former 
student, states, “Mr. Bradford believes that there is not greater loss 
than a student who does not live up to his potential…His teaching 
style is nothing short of engaging…(his) energy and enthusiasm in-
spired a classroom of high school students to think outside the box 
and early ask the unasked questions.” Jonathan is currently a junior 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and an intern for 
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney, and he adds that “only with the 
guidance and support of Barry Bradford could I have been able to 
achieve this level of success.” 

Graves

Bradford
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Erik Barnouw Award
for outstanding reporting or programming on network or cable television, 
or in documentary fi lm, concerned with American history, the study of 
American history, and/or the promotion of history

Award committ ee: Melani McAlister, The George Washington Univer-
sity, Chair; Ron Briley, Sandia Preparatory School (NM); and George C. 
Stoney, Tisch School of the Arts, New York University.

Negroes with Guns: Rob Williams and Black Power, The Docu-
mentary Institute, College of Journalism and Communications, The 
University of Florida. Codirectors: Sandra Dickson and Churchill 
Roberts; Associate Directors: Cindy Hill and Cara Pilson; Distribu-
tor: California Newsreel. It is good to be reminded that the Civil 
Rights movement in the South was not confi ned to peace-minded 
preachers and their long-suff ering congregations.  Negroes With 
Guns: Rob Williams and Black Power is the biography of a small 
town (Monroe, NC) African American who became a national 
leader almost in spite of himself. When the freedom riders from 
the North arrived, Williams’ Negro Black Guard gave them cover 
and shelter.  As these able fi lmmakers tell it, their hero and his 
cohorts were more like a posse than a prayer circle, unhesitat-
ingly brandishing their weapons.  Their organizational support 
was initially the NAACP, which at the time was regarded by 
most white people as litt le bett er than the Communist Party. 
When the NAACP’s national leadership withdrew, Williams and 
his group persisted. Tim Tyson, Williams’s able biographer, appears 
oft en on camera, supported by rarely seen archival material, most 
of it apparently gathered from local sources. This is the story of a 
self-assured, resourceful activist who never let the hounding of the 
local sheriff , the FBI, or the CIA deter his purposeful endeavors. 
They chased Williams to New York, then to Cuba, and fi nally as 
far away as China, but he died back home in l996 of natural causes, 
having outwitt ed them all.  Much of the story is recalled by Mabel 
Williams, his widow, and she does so with evident pride and good 
humor. Negroes With Guns, a production originating at the Univer-
sity of Florida, was made without the resources available to some 
documentary fi lmmakers. Its success should encourage other local 
producers to go hunting for the people and stories that can revise 
our myths, while the witnesses and fragile archives are still with us.

Honorable Mention
American Experience, Guerrilla: The Taking of Patt y Hearst. Execu-
tive Producers: Mark Samels and Nick Fraser. Producer: Robert 
Stone. Distributor: New Video. In Guerrilla: The Taking of Patt y 
Hearst, documentary fi lmmaker Robert Stone provides new insights 
into one of the most bizarre events in recent American history: the 
kidnapping of heiress Patt y Hearst and her reemergence as the rev-
olutionary Tania. Drawing upon interviews with former members 
of the Symbionese Liberation Army, as well as rare archival footage 
and tape recordings, Stone att empts to place the Hearst story 
within the context of the turbulent 1960s and 1970s.  Eschewing the 
use of an omnipresent narrator, Stone allows viewers to reach their 
own conclusions regarding the odyssey of Hearst from heiress to 
revolutionary to apparent victim of the Stockholm Syndrome. In an 

era dominated by terrorism and the media, the saga of Patt y Hearst 
continues to resonate. 

Honorable Mention
American Experience, Two Days in October. Executive Producer: 
Mark Samels. Producer: Robert Kenner. Distributor: PBS. Two Days 
in October examines the parallel histories of two violent events in 
1967: a U.S. military unit’s encounter with the Vietnamese in which 
the unit was nearly destroyed; and an antiwar demonstration at 
the University of Wisconsin in which police att acked and injured 
dozens of students. The story of a nation divided by Vietnam has 
been told so oft en that any new version requires something remark-
able to compel att ention from historians and teachers, and this fi lm 
provides just that. Through excellent footage from the period and 
modern-day interviews, the fi lmmakers off er impressive insights 
into the emotional and political realities of student activists, US 
soldiers, and even Vietnamese military offi  cers. Weaving together 
the two events, they show the similarities of experience across the 
political divides, as they trace the decisions to fi ght or to protest, 
the miscalculations by leaders (a military offi  cer in Vietnam and 
the chancellor of the University of Wisconsin), the escalation of 
violence in each situation, and even the politics of class and culture 
that shaped the two events. This fi lm is as much about memory as 
it is about the historical events themselves. Each of the interviewees 
struggles with what the intervening years have forced them to con-
sider, and with the disillusionment they have faced—with the U.S. 
government, with the war, and sometimes with themselves. 

Dickson

Roberts

Hill

Pilson

Please join us in thanking the hardworking mem-

bers of the OAH award and prize committees, who 

volunteered their time, expertise, and wisdom for 

the 2006 OAH awards and prizes.
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OAH-JAAS Short Term Residencies
The OAH and the Japanese Association of American Studies, with the 
generous support of the Japan-United States Friendship Commission, 
select three U.S. historians to spend two weeks at Japanese universities 
giving lectures, seminars, advising students and researchers interested in 
the American past, and joining the collegiality of the host institution. It is 
part of an exchange program that also brings Japanese graduate students 
to the OAH annual meeting.

Residencies committ ee: Mary Rothschild, Arizona State University, 
Chair; Juri Abe, Rikkyo University; Beth Bailey, Temple University; 
James O. Horton, The George Washington University; Robert McMahon, 
University of Florida; Masako Notoji, University of Tokyo, Komaba; Naoki 
Onishi, International Christian University; G. Kurt Piehler, University of 
Tennessee; and Noriko Shimada, Japan Women’s University. 

Donald L. Fixico, Arizona State University
Rikkyo University, American Indian History

Leo P. Ribuff o, The George Washington University
Sophia University, Twentieth-Century U.S. History

Paul R. Spickard, University of California, Santa Barbara
Kansai University, Japanese American History

White House History Fellowships
for projects that illuminate the historical roles of the White House as home, 
workplace, museum, structure and symbol

Fellowships committ ee: John H. Sprinkle, Jr., National Park Service, 
Chair; Luisa E. Bonillas, Arizona State University; Dickson D. Bruce, 
Jr., University of California, Irvine; Eve Carr, Zoological Society of San 
Diego; Randall M. Miller, Saint Joseph’s University; Lee Ann Pott er, 
National Archives; and John P. Riley, White House Historical Association, 
ex offi  cio.

Precollegiate Education
Susan Hamilton Mitchell, Oceanside (CA) Unifi ed School Dis-
trict, “Encounters at the White House: The President and Native 
American Delegations (1850-1865).” Mitchell’s project will focus 
on the White House as a “great, national meeting place” in the 
relationship between Native Americans and the presidency during 
the mid-nineteenth century. What expectations did the president 
and Native American delegations have regarding these offi  cial per-
formances? What offi  cial business was conducted and what kinds 
of gift s were exchanged during these encounters? Using a variety 
of primary and secondary sources, Mitchell will develop teaching 
materials that illustrate these meetings and their signifi cance, while 
helping students analyze multiple viewpoints and develop critical 
thinking skills.
 

Research
Pamela Scott , Independent Scholar, “Designated for Public Purpos-
es: The Evolution of Lafayett e Square.” Scott ’s project will provide 
a critical review of the development of Lafayett e Square. Located 
at the north entrance to the White House, a variety of well-known 
designers have infl uenced the park’s change over time, including 
Peter L’Enfant, Thomas Jeff erson, and A. J. Downing, but other 
anonymous builders, craft smen and developers were at work in the 
transformation of this very public square. By examining documents 
and drawings as well as newspaper and other accounts, Scott  will 
be able to provide a fuller appreciation for Lafayett e Square’s devel-
opment prior to the Civil War.

Catherine Clinton, Writer, “Mrs. Lincoln.” Clinton’s proposal will 
support the preparation of a new biography on Mary Lincoln as the 
wife of the sixteenth president. “Mary Lincoln’s role as First Lady 
(an appellation that came into popular usage during her White 
House tenure) transformed her reputation” as she was “batt ered by 
an unforgiving press.” Comprehensively reexamining White House 
records, this study will elucidate Mary Lincoln’s relationship with 
Elizabeth Keckly, her dresser and confi dant, to illustrate complex 
gender and racial dynamics during the mid-nineteenth century 
and will place Mrs. Lincoln and the First Family in the context of 
wartime Washington. 

OAH/Immigration and Ethnic History Society
Higham Travel Grants
for graduate students to be used toward costs of att ending the OAH/IEHS 
annual meeting

Grants committ ee: Nancy Foner, Hunter College, City University of New 
York, Chair; Raymond Gavins, Duke University; and Stuart McConnell, 
Pitzer College, Claremont.

Brian D. Behnken, University of California, Davis, “The Triracial 
Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas: Blacks, Mexican Americans, 
and the Limits of Interethnic Unity,” presented here at the 2006 
OAH/NCPH Annual Meeting, explores relations between African 
Americans and Mexican Americans during the civil rights era.

Evan Matt hew Daniel, New School for Social Research, “Rolling 
for the Revolution: A Transnational History of Cuban Cigar Mak-
ers in Havana, South Florida, and New York City, 1850s-1890s,” 
presented here at the 2006 OAH/NCPH Annual Meeting, focuses 
on the Cuban diaspora before and aft er Cuba’s Ten Years’ War and 
sheds light on the tensions between nationalism and international-
ism among anarchist immigrant workers. 

Robert McGreevey, Brandeis University, “Organizing the Atlantic: 
New York, San Juan and the Making of a Global Economy, 1898-
1920,” presented here at the 2006 OAH/NCPH Annual Meeting, 
considers the role of transnational fl ows of labor, capital, and ideas 
in the Americas in light of his research on Puerto Rican citizenship 
and labor struggles in the early twentieth century.  

Mitchell

Scott

McGreevey

Clinton

II. 2006 OAH Fellowships and Grants

Fixico

Ribuffo

Spickard



2006 OAH Awards Ceremony and Presidential Address18 2006 OAH Awards Ceremony and Presidential Address 19

2006 OAH Presidential Address
Richard White, Stanford University 
OAH President-Elect, Presiding

Vicki L. Ruiz
University of California, Irvine

Nuestra América
Latino History as U.S. History

Vicki L. Ruiz is Professor of History and Chicano/La-
tino Studies at the University of California, Irvine. Her 
monograph From Out of the Shadows: Mexican Women in 
20th Century America was named a Choice Outstanding 
Academic Book of 1998. She is also the author of Cannery 
Women, Cannery Lives. Ruiz coedited with Ellen DuBois the 
infl uential U.S. women’s history’s reader Unequal Sisters, a 
fourth edition of which is in press. She is the coauthor of 
a U.S. history textbook Created Equal: A Social and Politi-
cal History of the United States with Jacqueline Jones, Peter 
Wood, Thomas Borstelmann, and Elaine Tyler May. She and 
Virginia Sánchez Korrol recently coedited Latina Legacies: 
Identity, Biography, and Community (Oxford, 2005) and they 
are also coeditors of  Latinas in the United States: A Histori-
cal Encyclopedia, a three-volume set with almost 600 entries 
and over 300 photographs (Indiana, 2006).  In addition, she 
and Donna Gabaccia are coeditors of American Dreaming, 
Global Realities: Re-Thinking U.S. Immigration History (Illi-
nois, forthcoming 2006). Ruiz and John R. Chávez are the 
coeditors of Mapping Memories and Migrations: Locating 
Boricua/Chicana Histories (Illinois, 2007).

 In 2003 Ruiz served as interim director of UCI’s Humani-
ties Out There, a community partnership program in which 
graduate student workshop leaders and undergraduate 
tutors bring innovative humanities programming to stu-
dents in the Santa Ana Unifi ed School District and in that 
year she received the UCI Humanities Associates Faculty 
Teaching Award. When she was at Arizona State Univer-
sity, she received the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Distinguished Faculty Award (2000), ASU Commission on 
the Status of Women Outstanding Achievement and Con-
tribution Award (2001), and ASU Faculty Women’s Associa-
tion Distinguished Mentor Award (2001). She also served as 
a Clinton recess appointment to the National Humanities 
Council (2000-2001).

She is past president of the Berkshire Conference of 
Women’s Historians.  In 2005 she and Virginia Sánchez Kor-
rol received a “21 Leaders for the 21st Century” award by 
women’s e-news network. Ruiz is the new president-elect 
of the American Studies Association. Her former graduate 
students teach at a variety of institutions, including Brown 
University, the University of Utah,  and three of the Califor-
nia State University campuses.   
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Founders Society
Jay S. Goodgold    
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of
 American History
The History Channel

Frederick Jackson Turner Society
Paul S. Sperry and Beatrice 
 H. Mitchell

Charles and Mary Beard Society
Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham

2007 Associates
Anonymous (1)
Lee W. Formwalt
George M. Fredrickson
Donald Teruo Hata and
 Nadine Ishitani Hata*
Elizabeth A. Kessel
Robert L. Tree 

Millennial Club
Neal Baker
Richard A. Baker
Thomas Bender
Ira Berlin
Alan Brinkley
David  Brody
Robert W. Cherny
Thomas D. Clark*

Vincent P. DeSantis
Alice L. George
Jacquelyn D. Hall and 
 Robert Korstad
Darlene Clark Hine
Daniel Horowitz
Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz
Kenneth T. Jackson
David A. Jones (in honor of 
 George M. Fredrickson)
Linda K. Kerber
Wilma King
Richard H. Kohn
Labor and Working Class
 History Association
David L. Lewis
Nell Irvin Painter
Valerie Paley
James T. Patterson
Elisabeth and Lewis Perry
K. K.  Richard
Donald A. Ritchie
Roy Rosenzweig
Michael Spector
Ruth E. Sutter
Peter Wallenstein
Susan W. Ware
Richard White
Stephanie G. Wolf
Paul Martin Wolff
Peter H. Wood

Building a Lasting Legacy 
for the Study of U.S. History

The following individuals and organizations represent OAH’s most gen-
erous supporters. We are grateful for their investment and the continued 
contributions of all of our members. This list refl ects gifts received from 
January 1 to December 31, 2005. For a full list of the 2005 donors, please 
see the February 2006 issue of the OAH NEWSLETTER.

*Deceased

O r g a n i z at i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r i a n s

Join over 12,000 college and university professors, high school teachers, students,
archivists, public historians, and institutional subscribers such as libraries, mu-
seums, and historical societies by becoming an OAH member. You will receive
four issues of the Journal of American History, the OAH Newsletter, and the 
Annual Meeting Program in print and online, as well as online access to RSO
and the OAH Magazine of History. Other benefi ts include discounted registra-
tion for the annual and regional meetings; access to awards and fellowships; 
insurance coverage; and more. Become part of an organization committ ed to 
excellence in the scholarship, teaching, and presentation of American history. 

The Journal of American History (JAH):
The leading scholarly publication on the 
American past—online version is fully 
searchable. 

OAH Magazine of History: A thematic 
resource for educators of American history. 

OAH Newslett er:  Timely information 
on key issues and opportunities in 
the profession. 

Recent Scholarship Online (RSO):
A searchable, cumulative database  of 
citations for new books, dissertations, 
CD-ROMs, and articles drawn from 
more than 1,100 journals. 

RSO Personalized E-mail Updates: Sign 
up to receive quarterly e-mails of citations 
to the latest scholarship, customized 
according to the keywords and categories 
you have selected, months before they 
appear in the print version of the JAH.

To Join, Visit: <www.oah.org>

Become an OAH Member Today!

w w w. o a h . o r g  P. O .  B o x  5 4 5 7,  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  I N  4 74 0 8 - 5 4 5 7 8 1 2 . 8 5 5 . 7 3 11
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www.oah.org/meetings

2006 Lincoln, Nebraska
Midwest Regional 
July 6–8 

 Cornhusker Hotel

2007 Minneapolis, Minnesota
Centennial Convention

 March 29–April 1 
 Hilton Minneapolis and 
 Minneapolis Convention Center

2008 New York, New York
March 28–31 

 Hilton New York

2008 Vancouver, British Columbia
Western Regional

2009 Seatt le, Washington 
March 26–29 

 Washington State Convention Center

2010 Washington, D.C.
April 7–10 

 Hilton Washington

Upcoming
Meetings

O r g a n i z at i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r i a n s



The third regional OAH conference will be held in Lincoln, Nebraska, July 
6-8, 2006. Its theme is “Historic Heartland: Celebrating a Century of OAH,” 
and it aims to reach members and other historians and teachers living in or 
having an interest in the Midwest and Great Plains. The special purpose of the 
conference is to launch the centennial celebration of OAH, which was founded 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, as the Mississippi Valley Historical Association. 

The opening plenary session surveys the origins, history, and future of the 
OAH. Nearly forty sessions explore compelling historical topics, including 
the civil rights movement, gender and sexuality, politics and war, Native 
American history, the westward movement, African American history, and 
agriculture. The meeting will also present state-of-the-art methodological 
perspectives on teaching, community history, oral history, digital scholarship, 
and public history.  Plenary luncheon speakers will include Devra Weber, 
University of California, Riverside, and James T. Patt erson, Brown University.  

Two special events will celebrate the time and the place of this conference. 
On Friday evening, a reception at the Nebraska State Historical Society will 
commemorate the centennial of the founding of the OAH. The meeting will 
conclude with an old-fashioned  barbecue, complete with all the historic 
trimmings, at Homestead National Monument.

The 2006 OAH Midwest Regional Conference in Lincoln 
promises intellectual stimulation amid the pleasures of the 
heartland.  Historians of all varieties—college and university 
professors, high school teachers, archivists, public historians, 
students, and anyone with an interest in learning and sharing 
unique perspectives on American history—are welcome.

OAH 2006 midwest
R E G I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E

L I N C O L N ,  N E B R A S K A  •  J U L Y  6 – 8 ,  2 0 0 6


